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But Cyrus Harding knew that nitrrvglycerine would
explode by a shock. He resolved to employ this mean?,
and try another \\ay, if this did not succeed.
In fact, the blow of a hammer on a few drops of nitro-
glycerine, spread out on a hard surface, was enough tc
create an explosion. But the operator could not be thert
to give the blow, without becoming a victim to the ope-
ration. Harding, therefore, thought of suspending a mass
of iron, weighing several pounds, by means of a fibre, to
an upright just above the mine. Another long fibre, pre-
viously impregnated with sulphur, was attached to the
middle of the first, by one end, whilst the other lay on the
ground several feet distant from the mine. The second
fibre being set on fire, it would burn till it reached the
first. This catching fire In its turn, would break, and
the mass of iron would fall on the nitro-glycerine. This
apparatus being then arranged, the engineer, after having
sent his companions to a distance, filled the hole, so that
the nitro-glycerine was on a level with the opening; then
he threw a few drops of it on the surface of the rock,
above which the mass of iron was already suspended.
This done, Harding lit the end of the sulphured fibre,
and leaving the place, he returned with his companions to
the Chimneys.
The fibre was intended to burn five and twenty minutes*
and, in fact, five and twenty minutes afterwards a most